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RALPH STOCKMAN TARR 

This well known American Geographer, Professor of Physical 
Geography at Cornell University, died very suddenly on Thursday, 
March 21, 191 2, from cerebral hemorrhage. He had been indis- 
posed on Wednesday of the preceding week from a cold and sore 
throat; but had so far recovered by Sunday as to be able to take 
dinner with Ithaca friends. On Monday, however, there was a re- 
lapse and other complications set in. His condition grew steadily 
worse from then on, though no fatal termination was looked for on 
Thursday morning. The end came with appalling suddenness on 
Thursday afternoon. 

Professor Tarr was born in Gloucester, Mass., on Jan. 15, 1864. 
He received a public school education, entered Harvard University 
and was graduated from the Lawrence Scientific School of that 
institution in 1891, with the degree of B.S. In 1892 he married 
Kate Story. In the same year he was appointed Assistant Professor 
of Geology at Cornell University, and in 1896 was given the full 
professorship in Dynamical Geology and Physical Geography. Later, 
in 1906, he was made head of the Department of Physical Geog- 
raphy ; and at the time of his death his title was that of Professor 
of Physical Geography. He is survived by his father and mother, 
his wife and two children, a son, Russell, now a freshman at Har- 
vard, and a daughter, Catherine ; and by a brother and three sisters. 

Professor Tarr had won international recognition as a scientist 
and author by his research work in the field of geology and geog- 
raphy. His especial study was Glaciology and the Phenomena of 
Continental Glaciation. In connection with this work he early led 
an expedition to Greenland (1896) and more recently was the leader 
of four expeditions to the Alaskan glacier regions, to the last of 
which he devoted the summer of 191 1, the previous ones the sum- 
mers of 1905, 1906 and 1909. The first of these Alaskan expedi- 
tions was for the United States Geological Survey, but received 
part support from the American Geographical Society of New York ; 
the second was wholly for the United States Geological Survey, and 
the last two w^re under the auspices of the National Geographic 
Society of Washington, D.C. 

The results of this, and other work carried on by him, are, in part, 
embodied in a list of papers, monographs, and books, which will be 
printed when it is made more complete. Perhaps the most com- 
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prehensive paper on his glacial work is a Professional Paper of the 
United States Geological Survey entitled: "The Yakutat Bay Re- 
gion, Alaska." He had a number of other papers in process of 
publication at the time of his death, the entire proof of one of which, 
another Professional Paper for the United States Geological Sur- 
vey, entitled "Alaskan Earthquakes," had just been finally read and 
corrected by him at the time of his death. Professor Tarr was 
early an advocate of the effectiveness of glacial erosion, and his 
work on this topic, especially in reference to the geography and 
physiography of finger lake regions, has a classic significance. 

In addition to the fame achieved by his research work Professor 
Tarr had also won renown as an educator and author of geography 
texts. His latest work of this nature, the "New Physical Geog- 
raphy," published in 1904, has secured a very wide acceptance in 
American schools. 

He was an associate editor of the Bulletin, of the American 
Geographical Society and of the Journal of Geography, and was last 
year President of the Association of American Geographers. He 
was also a Foreign Correspondent of The Geological Society of 
London, and on Feb. 27 of this year, the Royal Geographical Society 
of Vienna conferred a similar honor upon him. Of this last honor he 
never knew, as the certificate reached Ithaca after his death. He was 
a member of The Geological Society of America and of Sigma Xi. 

Taken in the prime of life (he was only 48 years of age), his 
death occasions a very great loss to the scientific world. His life had 
been spent in the acquisition of a very wide knowledge and exper- 
ience in his subjects by exploration, travel and reading; and he was 
just entering on what would have been the time of his ripest 
productivity. Though science mourns him greatly, his scientific 
colleagues find in his untimely death an even greater grief in the 
irrevocable loss of a true and loyal friend and a very dear comrade. 
His personality was frank and delightful; he gave practical help to 
everyone with whom he came in contact; and to know him was to 
receive inspiration. To the younger men who grew up under his 
training he was over-generous in giving credit for work done under 
his guidance. Himself an indefatigable worker, he set for his stud- 
ents an example of industry and scientific activity difficult to emu- 
late, but an ideal to be striven for. O. D. von Engeln, 

Cornell University. 



Professor Tarr, for many years, had been a valued contributor to 
the Bulletin. Among his publications, numbering nearly 200 titles, 
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were many physiographical notes in our "Geographical Record." 
His "Physical Geography of New York State" was undertaken at 
the request of this Society, parts of it appearing in Volumes 28-31, 
before he published these papers, somewhat extended, in book form. 
(The Physical Geography of New York State; with a Chapter on 
Climate, by E. T. Turner, 396-7 pp. Maps, figs. New York, 1902.) 
In 1905 he received a grant from the Society to help him carry out, 
in conjunction with Lawrence Martin, research work at Yakutat Bay, 
Alaska, the results of which were published in two papers in Vol. 38 
of the Bulletin, under the title, "Observations on Glaciers and Glacia- 
tion at Yakutat Bay, Alaska." Among other notable papers from 
his pen appearing in the Bulletin was "Decline of Farming in South- 
ern-Central New York," which attracted much attention. It is 
expected to publish later in the Bulletin a fuller statement concern- 
ing his scientific writings. 



GEOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 

The March Meeting of the Society. A regular meeting of the Society- 
was held at the Engineering Societies' Building, No. 29 W. 39th Street, on Tues- 
day, March 26, 1912, at 8.30 P. M. The Chair was occupied by Councillor Levi 
Holbrook. 

The following persons, recommended by the Council, were elected to fellow- 
ship: 

Percy Herbert Ashmead, George F. Kunz, 

Hugh P. Baker, Frank B. Mackay, 

L. A. Bauer, Willis L. Moore, 

John I. D. Bristol, Hermann Norden, 

Charles P. Bonnett, James McAlpin Pyle, 

Newton H. Harding, William G. Reed. 

The Chairman then introduced Lieutenant Charles F. Gammon, formerly of 
the U. S. Consulate in China and the Chinese Imperial University, who ad- 
dressed the Society on "China." The lecture was illustrated by numerous lan- 
tern slides and was enjoyed by an audience that filled the Auditorium. On the 
adjournment of the Society the audience had an opportunity to meet the lecturer 
in the lower hall. 

NORTH AMERICA 

Oil and Gas Resources of Tennessee. In its November number, The Re- 
sources of Tennessee, published monthly by the State Geological Survey of 
Tennessee, says that the Survey and the U. S. Geological Survey will cooperate 
in studies of the oil and gas resources of the State. Drilling is now going on in 



